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Gaunt Polyglot Cabdriver
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LONDON, July 20— 0On the surface,
Geoffrey Arthnr Prime, the 44-year-
"old Briton charged with espionage, is '
a stark contrast to the other spies in
this country since World War 11,

~ Rather than attending Cam| bridge -
University, as did Sir An-

- Man thony™ Blunt,” H.A.R.
. inthe Ph!lby, Donald Maclean
News and Guy Burgess, Brit-

‘ain’s best-known spies,

china-producing
teﬂs,insot:ﬂordshl:.' o b
.lic positions, like Sir-Anthony, _g‘v‘ho\

was curator of the art collection of !

Queen Elizabeth II, or Kim Philby,

head of Britain’s secret in

service, Mr. Prime has most

been unemployed. Before that, he was

.awinesalesmanand ataxidriver. -
A gaunt-faced man described as a

hard worker and good friend by a for-

mer colleague, Mr. Prime was
charged at Heréford magistrate's’
court last Thursday with unspecified
-amofespionageinthepeﬂodfmm
Jan. 1, 1968 to Dec. 31, 1881,

During the first nine years of that

* interval, he was employed at the Gen-
. eral Communications Headquarterg

ter of Britain’s in

. at Cheltenham. This is the nerve cen- ;College o

Hoﬂorked&md Pn::les

mmmhasbeencharged
"Section 1 of the Official Secrets Act

with communicating information cal- -

“culated or intended to be useful to an

enemy for purposes prejudicial to the
- safety and interests of the state. That

sectlonmusedlnanBﬂmnsmajor '
m‘l‘here’ doubt he is intel-

' ' 'Mr..anewentwa-“ 300 highly

small technical eollegelnEngland’s‘

district, the 'w.MBPﬂvateBlmLtd.,whereMr.

. Prime worked for 18 months before

ligent,” said Glynn Priday, chairman

of the Cheltenham-based taxi compa-

leaving amicably last October. “Any-

' one who can do the Times or the

Telegraph cmssword puzzles in- 40

,whowasmeespokenofasapossiblegi must be.

‘ ernment’s communications headquar. .

ters, was fluent in Russian and also

*knewGeman.accotdmgtoMr

day.
"newasveryinterstedlnRussian
culture and was always reading Rus-
pers and books and

) Aeeoxdmgtohisformeremployer
Mr. Prime said he was trained by the
Royal Air Force at the Leauchrast

Languages. Today, a
'spokesman for the air force said he

under

: zﬂ’sheisreptmedwhavejoinedthe
RoyaerForee. )
. Divorced

come in all kinds,*’ he said. “Geoff led
us to believe that the strain and stress
of working for the Government for the
sort of money he was there

*  was just too much. He’told us he and
; h!swifewantedanusierllteaoheldt

the Government.””.

Mr. Pﬂmewemtovarklocallyat
the taxi company, Cheltax, where
today no one would comment on him.
He moved to A2B Private Hire seek-
ing more flexible hours, but when his
freelance schedule there was threat.

ened ' in y
hegotb:jg:mga 00!:?3!7 policy,
and hotels around Bristol, near Wales,

Mr. Pﬂmewasbomlnthevmugeof
Alton, near Stoke-on-Trent, not kxﬁ
before World War II. The youngest
three sons of a nurseryman, he went to
a local Roman Catholic village school
before going on at the age of 14 to
study.in Staffordshire. While in his_

-

interests as soccer and reading. He
]
‘June 28 on three

could not identify any suchi institution.

“Mr. Priday was nof surprised that
. his former employee had worked for
Brlush _intelligence. “Taxi drivers

network,
and it works closely with the -United

-+He was a bit of a loner and didn‘t
-SutaNaﬂonal Secm'ltyAgmcy

have much of a sense of humor, but he
;:enainly got
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